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Summary 

This report is written in response to frequently asked questions (FAQs) about military funeral 
honors and military cemeteries. It provides information to questions in three general areas: 
implementation of the funeral honors and eligibility criteria; components of the honor detail and 
the funeral ceremony; and specific questions on burial and honors at Arlington National 
Cemetery. It also cites legislation requiring the Department of Defense (DOD) to make military 
funeral honors available to every eligible veteran upon request. This report will be updated as 
needed. For related reading, see CRS Report R41386, Veterans’ Benefits: Burial Benefits and 
National Cemeteries, by Umar Moulta-Ali. 
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Implementation and Eligibility 

What Legislation Provides for the Implementation of the Current 
Military Funeral Honors Program? 

The National Defense Authorization Act for FY2000, P.L. 1 06-65, as amended, sets out the 
requirements for funeral honors and mandates military honors at funerals for all eligible 
veterans. 1 The originating language can be found in the Strom Thurmond National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1999, H. Rept. 105-736, Section 567: “The conferees agree that 
men and women, who have served honorably, whether in war or peace, deserve commemoration 
for their military service at the time of their death by an appropriate tribute. Burial honors are an 
important means of reminding Americans of the sacrifices endured to keep the Nation free.” 



What Agency Is Responsible for Administering the Military 
Funeral Honors Program? 

The Department of Defense (DOD) is responsible for providing military honors to eligible 
veterans. DOD Instruction 1300.15 sets policy and assigns responsibilities for military funeral 
support. DOD has established a website that provides information including eligibility criteria, 
relevant law, information for funeral directors, and related links, at https://www.dmdc.osd.miF 
mfh/. 

Questions or comments regarding the program can be addressed to: 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 

(Military Community and Family Policy) 

4000 Defense Pentagon 
Room 5A726 

Washington, DC, 20380-400 



Who Is Eligible for Military Funeral Honors? 

Individual members in the following categories are eligible for military funeral honors: military 
personnel on active duty; former military members who served on active duty and were 
discharged under conditions other than dishonorable (as described below); members of the 
Selected Reserve; former members of the Selected Reserve who served at least one term of 
enlistment or period of initial obligated service and were discharged under conditions other than 
dishonorable; and former members of the Selected Reserve who were discharged due to a service- 
related disability. 2 



1 10U.S.C. 1491. 

2 According to CRS Report RL30802, Reserve Component Personnel Issues: Questions and Answers, by Lawrence 
Kapp and Barbara Salazar Torreon, “The Selected Reserve contains units and individuals most essential to wartime 
missions, in accordance with the national security strategy. They have priority over other reservists for training and 
(continued...) 
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